Series - Can You Handle The Truth?
Four Commendable Qualities 
Text: 2 John 1:1-4

I. Four Things That Truth Creates In Us (2nd John 1:1-4)
A. Truth Applied Makes Us Gracious (Matt. 5:5)
Characteristics of Grace: Humility doesn’t insist on being right, but seeks to make things right. Humility is willing to be inconvenienced, seeks the welfare of the other person, speaks words that build up, not tear down, doesn’t demand to be heard, but strives to listen, focuses on others needs instead of our own, acts with humility, not pride, doesn’t keep score of sins, looks for ways to help and encourage others, freely forgives, Seeks to understand, Doesn’t expect a return, focuses on the important over the urgent, doesn’t pick and choose whom to show grace, doesn’t overlook sin, but encourages holiness
B. Truth Applied Makes Us Merciful (Matt. 5:7)
Characteristics of mercy: Mercy is patient, mercy is peaceable, mercy is kind and gentle, mercy is reasonable, mercy is unbiased, mercy is patient with people’s quirks, mercy is transparent, mercy gives people the benefit of the doubt, mercy gives people second chances, mercy gives help and hope to the hurting, mercy is kind to those who hurt you, mercy always forgives, mercy is never bitter, cruel or vengeful, mercy never places people in sinful situations, mercy means being kind to those who offend you, mercy places love over policies (Rules), mercy gives people time to reflect and repent over their mistakes, mercy never goes back on their word, mercy builds bridges, mercy never says I told you so, mercy says I don’t have to be happy at your expense
C. Truth Applied Makes Us Peacemakers (Matt 5:9)
Characteristics of a peacemaker: Full of wisdom, encouragers, considerate, thankful , morally pure, patient, gentle, gracious, forgiving, transparent and sincere, never gossips, criticizes, divides, disrupts or create rumors or listens to them, willing to go the extra mile, others oriented, peacemakers choose their words carefully, long fused, persistent not obstinate, observant, non-judgmental, loyal and trustworthy, joyful
D. Truth Makes Us Loving (1 Cor. 13)
Characteristics of unconditional love: Unconditional love never withholds itself, love is never used as a weapon, love is hopeful, love cares more for others than for self, love understands that sin is a teaching opportunity, love accepts no without retaliating, love sometimes means leaving, love has no fear, love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have, love doesn’t brag, love doesn’t have a swelled head, love is not argumentative, love knows how to disagree gently, love is not a nitpicker or fault finder, love doesn’t force itself on others, love doesn’t compare, love isn’t always “me first, love doesn’t fly off the handle, love doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, love doesn’t rejoice when others get what they deserve, love takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, love trusts God always, love always looks for the best in others, love never looks back, love keeps going to the end, love does not have unrealistic expectations, love never belittles or embarrasses anyone, love is never critical or negative, love never gossips, love never criticizes, love is careful how it phrases things, love doesn’t always have to express its opinions, love never intentionally hurts others, love is compassionate, love never expects to be paid back, love puts up with anything and everybody

II. Challenge

Are you and your family commendable in the areas of grace, mercy, peacemakers and love?  What changes do I have to make in my life to become a person of grace, mercy, peace, and love?

Other verses:  Eph 4:15; Prov 12:18; Gal 4:16; Amos 3:3; John 17:17; 2 Pet 1:3; Jam 3:17 and Rom 5:8
